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CONGRATULATING VALMONT ON
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF CEN-
TER PIVOT IRRIGATION

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 19, 2004

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
congratulates Valmont Industries as it cele-
brates the 50th anniversary of center pivot irri-
gation.

The introduction of center pivot irrigation in
1954 proved to be a crucial development in
agricultural production across the U.S. and
around the world. Although these irrigation
systems are now a common sight on farms
throughout the globe, it is important to remem-
ber the vision and determination that led to
this innovation half a century ago.

The wide use of center pivot irrigation sys-
tems has resulted in increased agricultural
yields and greater water conservation. The
growing emphasis on water quality and quan-
tity issues have resulted in even greater de-
mand for center pivot irrigation systems, which
can now be found throughout the U.S. as well
as Africa, Europe, the Middle East, Latin
America, China, Australia and elsewhere.
Valmont can certainly take great pride in the
role it has played in facilitating crop production
in a more environmentally friendly manner.

Although now a worldwide operation,
Valmont’s Nebraska roots remain firmly in
place.  Valmont Industries,  which is
headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska, and has
its primary manufacturing facility in Valley, Ne-
braska, now operates 34 facilities located in
14 countries. The company’s name is a com-
bination of the two Nebraska communities on
either side of the first Valmont plant—Valley
and Fremont. Valmont has more 5,200 em-
ployees worldwide, with about 1,500 located in
Nebraska. This Member is pleased to note
that Valmont operates two plants in his con-
gressional district—one in West Point and an-
other in Waverly.

The success of Valmont has truly been a
company-wide team effort. However, this
Member would like to specifically commend
and congratulate Mogens Bay, Valmont’s
Chairman and CEO; Terry McClain, Senior
Vice President and CFO; Bob Meaney, Senior
Vice President; and Tom Spears, President of
the Irrigation Division. Certainly, this Member
would also like to extend his thanks and con-

gratulations to Bob Daugherty, Valmonts
founder.

——
COMMUNITY CHURCH 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 19, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate The 121 Community Church on
its outreach mission and dedication to the
community. Five years ago, friends Ross Saw-
yers and Michael Moss founded a church in a
living room. Today, 121 Community Church
has volunteers all over the world including
Australia, Guatemala, Mexico and Russia.
Church membership has grown from 50 mem-
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bers to 400. On Sunday mornings, anywhere
from 600 to 750 people attend the three Sun-
day services.

In celebration of their fifth anniversary, the
members of 121 Community Church wanted to
do something truly unique. They decided to
model a service project after the popular cable
TV show, Trading Spaces. The project, called
“Aiding Spaces,” provides free renovations to
five families who cannot afford proper renova-
tions. The families will be selected from five
different areas of the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
The renovations will be filmed by video crews
and be created into a mini reality television se-
ries that will be aired at the churches 50th An-
niversary celebration in September.

Church membership includes a number of
general contractors, electricians and plumbers
will lend their services. Their donated work is
estimated at nearly $150,000.

| congratulate the efforts of 121 Community
Church and their generous celebration. | am
certain they continue their wonderful commu-
nity outreach projects in the future. Through
their church, members are able to make a
substantial difference in each other's lives.
The church should take pride in its hard work
and commitment to service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 19, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. | rise to offer a
personal explanation. On Thursday, July 15, |
was unavoidably absent for Rollcall No. 384,
to table the appeal of the Ruling of the Chair.

Had | been present, | would have voted
no”.

‘@
———

TRIBUTE TO MISCHELLE
TOWNSEND

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 19, 2004

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Riverside County, CA, are exceptional. We
have been fortunate to have dynamic and
dedicated community leaders who willingly
and unselfishly give of their time and talent
and make their communities a better place to
live and work. Mischelle Townsend is one of
these individuals.

Mischelle Townsend has lived and worked
in the Inland Empire most of her life. Today
she retires from public service, where she will
be greatly missed.

Mischelle Townsend came to Riverside
County after five years working with the aero-
space industry, North American Rockwell Cor-
poration, including direct support of the Apollo
Project. She then entered the public sector,
where her time and talent has been vital to the
growth of the Inland Empire. She has a Bach-
elor of Arts from the University of Redlands
and a Masters in Public Administration from
California State University, San Bernardino.

Twenty-two years Riverside County has
been privileged to have Mischelle Townsend,
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as the Executive Officer of the Local Agency
Formation Commission (LAFCO). LAFCO is a
state regulatory commission responsible for ju-
risdictional changes such as the incorporation
of new cities, annexations and formation of
new special districts. Under Mischelle’s tenure
at this agency, three cities where established
in seven years: Moreno Valley, La Quinta and
Cathedral City.

Mischelle Townsend later served six years
as Assistant Chief Administrator Officer, where
her responsibilities included: preparation of
Riverside County’s annual budget, develop-
ment of policy recommendations from 33
county departments and agencies, administra-
tion of an $18 million Special District Aug-
mentation Fund, preparation of the annual
Capital Improvements Program, and chairman-
ship of various task forces and policy advisory
committees.

She then moved onto Director of Riverside
County’s General Services Agency and even-
tually moved into her current position as Reg-
istrar of Voters on July 31, 1997. As Registrar
of Voters, Mischelle has been widely recog-
nized as an innovator in modern election serv-
ices.

Outside of the office, Mischelle has been
equally giving of her talents. Her community
involvement includes, but is not limited to:
President of the Executive Council for the
American Society for Public Administration
(ASPA/Inland Empire); Vice President/Volun-
teer Personnel for the Inland Empire Chapter
of the Boy Scouts of America; past member of
the Board of Directors for Alternatives to Do-
mestic Violence; Soroptomist International of
Riverside; and, active member of Crossroads
Christian Church.

Mr. Speaker, Mischelle Townsend’s tireless
passion for her profession and community has
contributed immensely to the betterment of the
Inland Empire, California. She has been the
heart and soul of many innovative projects
and events and | am proud to call her a fellow
community member, American, and friend. |
know that the community is equally grateful for
her service and salute her as she retires from
professional service.

—

CONGRATULATING SISTER MARY
SIMON ON RECEIVING JUDITH
STANLEY COLEMAN AWARD
FROM THE VISITING NURSES AS-
SOCIATION OF CENTRAL JERSEY

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 19, 2004

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Sister Mary Simon for receiving the
Judith Stanley Coleman Award from the Vis-
iting Nurses Association of Central Jersey.
The award is given annually to a community
leader who exemplifies a positive attitude, sig-
nificant service in health care, vigilance and
passionate advocacy for community health
issues, and strong networking in the commu-
nity. Sister Simon is a tremendous person
whose heart is full of compassion for her fel-
low humans and she fully deserves of this
prestigious award.

Sister Mary Simon has taught in various
grammar schools throughout the diocese of
Trenton over the past 19 years. In 1975, upon
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completion of her Master’s in Education, she
was appointed director of senior services in
Keansburg. It was in this post that she deter-
mined that transportation, education, and
health were the most pressing needs of local
seniors. Sister Simon obtained a van for sen-
ior transportation and created a GED program
for seniors to complete their high school diplo-
mas. However, it was in health that Sister
Simon found her true calling. She was able to
get local nurses to conduct free blood pres-
sure screening and health education classes
for the local seniors. Sister says, soon she ar-
ranged with the Visiting Nurses Association of
Central Jersey to identify local residents who
needed care and assisted the nurses to meet
the patient’s needs.

Six years later Sister Simon was appointed
as the Executive Director of the Monmouth
County Office of Aging. There she helped es-
tablish many innovative programs which still
exist today, including a collaboration with the
Visiting Nurses Association of Central Jersey
that bring nursing and physical therapy to low
income and minority seniors.

In 1998, Sister Simon was appointed Coor-
dinator of New Jersey Adult Protective Serv-
ices. Working on behalf of seniors statewide,
Sister Simon was responsible for overseeing
the safety of the most at-risk seniors in the
state—living in abusive or potentially abusive
situations.

After a long career spent improving the
health of New Jersey seniors Sister Simon
was ready to retire but soon she had a new
assignment assisting seniors in central Jersey.
Since 2001, she has been working on behalf
of Bishop John Smith and the Trenton diocese
again as Coordinator of their Ministry to the
Aging. Sister Simon is now working on behalf
of the 363,967 seniors in Monmouth, Ocean,
Mercer and Burlington counties, many of
whom | represent in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | again want to take this time
to congratulate Sister Simon on behalf of the
thousands of lives she has touched in her long
tenure in New Jersey. Sister Mary Simon cer-
tainly deserves the Judith Stanley Coleman
Award from the Visiting Nurses Association of
Central Jersey. | thank her for all her hard
work and wish her all the best in the future.

———

DETENTION OF AMERICAN
CITIZENS AND FOREIGNERS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 19, 2004

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | com-
mend to the attention of my colleagues the
text of an article written by former Congress-
man Abner Mikva, who also has an extremely
distinguished legal career history, which ap-
peared in the July 16 edition of the Wash-
ington Post. | strongly agree with the concerns
Mr. Mikva expresses in this article. |, too, be-
lieve the Bush Administration has gone dan-
gerously too far in its detention of American
citizens and foreigners. | share the hope that
this President will return to the traditions that
have made our democracy strong.
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[From the Washington Post, July 16, 2004]
DANGEROUS EXECUTIVE POWER
(By Abner Mikva)

In 1971, along with the late Rep. Spark
Matsunaga and others in the House of Rep-
resentatives, I sponsored the Non-Detention
Act, which states: “No citizen shall be im-
prisoned or otherwise detained by the United
States except pursuant to an Act of Con-
gress.”’

This simple provision of law has served as
a bulwark against the United States’ ever
again establishing internment camps for
citizens—as it did during World War II—
without the acquiescence of Congress. It also
stilled the concern occasioned by a McCar-
thy-era statute that authorized some camps
(which were never opened) to hold those en-
gaging in riot or insurrection. The purpose of
the Non-Detention Act was clear: to prevent
the executive from detaining U.S. citizens
without explicit statutory authority.

Recently the Supreme Court considered
the Non-Detention Act in the case of Yaser
Esam Hamdi, a U.S. citizen taken prisoner in
Afghanistan while allegedly fighting for the
Taliban. Justice Sandra Day O’Connor wrote
that ‘‘a state of war is not a blank check for
the President when it comes to the rights of
the Nation’s citizens.”

But did an act passed by Congress shortly
after Sept. 11, 2001, provide the President
with the statutory authorization to detain
U.S. citizens that was required under the
Non-Detention Act?

Justice David Souter stated that the post-
Sept. 11 law—the Authorization for Use of
Military Force—is ‘‘fairly read to authorize
the use of armies and weapons, whether
against other armies or individual terror-
ists.” But this act never uses the word ‘‘de-
tention,” and, Souter wrote, there is ‘‘no
reason to think Congress might have per-
ceived any need to augment Executive power
to deal with dangerous citizens within the
United States, given the well-stocked statu-
tory arsenal of defined criminal offenses cov-
ering the gamut of actions that a citizen
sympathetic to terrorists might commit.”

Although Congress gave the president the
power to use military measures to fight ter-
rorism, it did not strip U.S. citizens accused
of terrorist activities of the protections of
citizenship. U.S. citizens accused of involve-
ment in terrorist activities should be
charged with a specific crime or released—
not held indefinitely.

The lesson of history is that if Congress is
going to authorize the detention of American
citizens for indefinite periods, it needs to do
so directly and intentionally, so that it can
be held accountable. Why? Because executive
detention is a dangerous power that other-
wise can too easily be abused, as the Japa-
nese American detention camps showed in
World War II.

Our more recent history shows that many
are being detained based on suspicion of in-
volvement in a terrorist conspiracy. Some
were released after a period of detention,
without any charges being filed. Others, such
as Hamdi or a Chicago suspect named Jose
Padilla, accused of plotting to detonate a
‘“‘dirty bomb,” are still being held. Today,
after the Hamdi decision, such persons have
limited right to access to counsel and some
ability to challenge in court the factual de-
termination of whether they can be deemed
‘“‘enemy combatants.” But they lack the
basic right to know the charges against
them or to receive a host of assurances of
due process available even to a U.S. citizen
charged with treason.

The principle at the heart of the Non-De-
tention Act was affirmed by Justice Antonin
Scalia, who wrote (with Justice John Paul
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Stevens’s support): ‘“The very core of liberty
secured by our Anglo-Saxon system of sepa-
rated powers has been freedom from indefi-
nite imprisonment at the will of the Execu-
tive.” As O’Connor observed, ‘It is during
our most challenging and uncertain mo-
ments that our Nation’s commitment to due
process is most severely tested; and it is in
those times that we must preserve our com-
mitment at home to the principles for which
we fight abroad.”

Thirty-three years ago Congress expressed
the same vision with the plain words of the
Non-Detention Act. The Supreme Court has
left it to the lower courts to decide on a
case-by-case basis whether the Authorization
for Use of Military Force or future congres-
sional enactments satisfy the requirements
of the Non-Detention Act and give the execu-
tive branch the right to detain American
citizens. I hope the courts will set the bar
high and prohibit the detention of U.S. citi-
zens by the executive unless Congress spe-
cifically authorizes such detention. And I
hope Congress will take care in the future to
avoid the kind of ambiguity the Supreme
Court found to exist in the military force
act. Finally, I hope this president will return
to the traditions that have made our democ-
racy strong and realize that if he believes he
needs additional powers to fight terrorism,
he should make that case to Congress and
the people.

PRINCIPAL MILTON WALLACE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 19, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Principal Milton Wallace. Since
1990, Mr. Wallace has served as the principal
of Denton High School. After serving for over
a decade, this August, Mr. Wallace will leave
Denton High School to become principal of
Longview High School where he can be closer
to his aging parents.

For the three years leading up to being
named principal, Milton Wallace served as the
assistant principal at Denton High School.
During this time he was named Assistant Prin-
cipal of the Year for Region Xl by the Texas
Association of Secondary Schools Principals.
As principal, he has been a finalist for Texas
Principal of the Year twice.

During his tenure, Principal Wallace signifi-
cantly expanded the Advanced Placement
Program. Denton High School students’ SAT
scores improved, and in 2002, the Texas Edu-
cation Agency raised Denton High School’'s
rating to “recognized” status.

Milton Wallace is well loved by his students
and very active in his school’s community. He
attends nearly every athletic, fine arts and
academic event. In the fall, he travels with the
football team and in the spring he travels to
UIL events so he can support his school at
every venue.

Principal Wallace certainly put the “pal” in
principal. | would like to commend Principal
Wallace on the accomplishments he has made
as principal of Denton High School. As prin-
cipal during my son Mike’s high school years,
| know firsthand that he provided his students
with an enjoyable, yet rigorous academic envi-
ronment and will be missed greatly. We are
proud of his achievements and wish him luck
in the future.
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